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Phillip Wilson 
 

In 2010, Phillip started rowing as a year 9 student at Wellington College.  Handy at all 
sports, football, golf, rugby, and basketball, it didn’t take long for rowing to become 
Phillips’s passion. 

Phillips first race was in the Jury Cup in the Men’s Novice 8 for Star and following on from 
this he had a couple of all right years with Star – but all that changed in 2014, when he saw 
the light and joined the Petone Rowing Club. This was the time he joined forces with Jamie 
Saunders Patty O’Rielly & co as a Senior rower.   

On joining the club, Phillip quickly showed his passion for our values - hard work and 
dedication. 

Phillip is well known for his perseverance, dedication and tenacity and these attributes are 
a demonstration of his great character. 

Having been away from the Wellington region pretty much since he joined the Central 
Rowing Performance Centre in 2015, Phillip still regards Petone Rowing Club as his home 
base.   

Like Beth, Phillip has become a familiar face to all in the club, and on his weekends off and 
time away from his now base of Cambridge, he makes the effort to come down and 
engage with all our members and coaches. When he can, he takes the opportunity to get 
on the water with our squads for a training row.  

Phillip always comes and says ‘gidday’ when we are at a regatta together, even taking the 
time to come to our club BBQs at the Nationals and sharing stories with the other 
nationals’ competitors.  He is a proud Petone member and wears the floro with pride. 

Hugely successful in his own career, reaching the pinnacle of a Gold medal in the Men’s 8 
at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021, Phillip never forgets his roots.  This was demonstrated to 
me this year when he come back for a break, he brought his Gold medal down to the club 
and talked to our novice squad about his adventure at the Olympics. He handed over his 
medal encouraging the star struck young rowers to hold it.  He didn’t even balk when 
some of them went a stage further and took the liberty of placing it around their own 
neck. 



 

I would like to nominate Phillip for this award for his dedication, passion and commitment 
to our little club, for being an inspirational role model for our younger members and 
demonstrating to them out clubs’ values, and that you don’t have to be a giant to succeed 
in this sport. 
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